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by the Government to setile there, and
who have been helped in many ways hy
the Government. When the Agricultural
Bank could not see ity way to assist those
settlers, the Government said, “Go on
with the work, and we will find the
money.” Everything that the present Gov-
erntoent could do to encourage setilement
there, has been done. Those people must
be treated with some consideration, [
do not know whai is the best thing to
do. Ministers must lind that out; the
responsibility is theirs. However, I do
kivow tlus, that the results obtained np
to date do not in any way justify the
proposal now made by Ministers, To
me it is an extraordinary thing that Min-
islers are so persistent, Year after yeav
they bring down the same Bills. All the
Bills brought down this session are old
friends; we know them very well, There
is no need, really, to diseuss the measures,
because they have been debated time and
again. In another sense, of course, it
is necessary to discuss these measures. In-
deed, it would be scant eourtesy to Minis-
ters if their Bills were allowed to go
* through without discussion from this side
of the House. Again, we have a duty
to the country. In this case, at any rate,
we have some fresh evidence as to the
value of the Esperance lands—some fresh
evidence against the construection of the
railway. Will Ministers face their respon-
sibility seriously? Let them ask them-
selves whether this propoesal is justified.
Let ibem ask themselves whether in the
light of the experience gained by Mr.
Paterson, in the light of the trials made
in the distriet, this proposal is warranted
at all.

Mr. Munsie: Counld you condemn the
Government for attempting to develop
that distriet?

Hen. J, MITCHELL: I ean condemn
the Government, and I do condemn the
Government, for their action in this mat-
ter. They have put the people there, and
of course they have to do something to
help those peeple; and they propose to
do it at an expenditure of £150,000. T,
at any rate, do not agree with the Gov-
ernment; and I mean to vote against the
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measure, 1 hope the Bill will noc become
law, unless, of conrse, very mueh .tronger
evidence than has been submitted hitherto
is produced in favour of the railway. [
am quite well aware that, when another
place comes to consider this proposal,
unless that other place agrees with the
Minister he will eriticise nembers there
as he has already eriticised them in con-
nection with another measure disecussed
here to-might. T say that the Minister
will have no justifiealion for abuse of
anather place, The proposal will receive
fair constderation from another place,
and especially fair consideration from the
members recently elected to that Chamber,
because the matter, whether it be a politi-
cal matter or not so far as the goldfields
nve concerned, has certainly been turned
to political account in the agwieultural
digtricts, with the result that Labour
votes went to the candidates who ex-
pressed fhemsetves as being in favour of
this Esperance railway.

On motion hy Mr. Bolton debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned af 11,29 nm.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 28th July, 1914.
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of members in each indusirial union re-
gistered under the Act as on 33st Decem-
ber, 19I3. 2, Health Act, 1911-12 (a)
Food and Drug regulations; (b) Gnow-
angerup Loecal Board of Health, by-laws.
3, Preventive Detention regulations, 1914,
4, Education Department, amendment of
regulation 38¢. 5, Tremantle Harbour
Trust, amendment of regulations. 6,
Municipal Corporations Aect, 1906 (a)
By-laws of the municipality of Gerald-
ton; (b} By-laws (building) Perth. 7,
Roads Ael, 1911, (a) Addilivnal wniferm
by-laws; (h) Black Range, alteration to
by-laws; (e) Kalgoorlie, by-law 13e. 8,
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage
Department, by-laws, ‘

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY — PRESENTA-
TION.

The PRESIDENT : I have received
from His Excelleney the Governor the
following letter:—

Mr. President and hon. members of
the Legislative Couneil. In the name
and on behalf of His Most Gracious
Majesty the King, I thank you for
your Address. Harry Barron, Gov-
ernor, 27th July, 1914.

OBITUARY — HON. C. A. PIESSE,
LETTER IN REPLY.

The PRESIDENT: I have received the
following letter from Mrs, Picsse, the
widow of the late Flon. C. A. Piesse,
whielh I shall read:—

“Cintramia,” Wagin, 27th July, 1914,

Dear Sir,—On behalf of myself and
the family, I wish to convey to you,

Mr, Presideni, the Colonial Secretary,

and the members of the Legislative

Couneil, onr singere thanks for the

expressions of sympathy shown in our

recent sad bereavement. We appreci-
ate the references made by members
eulogising my late husband; they are
valued. We gratefully note the ex-
pressions of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor to the Council as contained in
the ecopy of Hensard you so kindly
forwarded to me. Yours sincerely,
Flora E, L. Piesse.
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QUESTION—EDUCATION. ACT,
REGULATIONS. :

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, Have the reguia-
tions regarding scholarships framed
under Section 22 of the Education Aet,
57 Viet., No. 16, heen placed on the Table
of the House in accordance with Section
23 of the said Act? 2, If so, when? 3,
If not, does the failure to table the vegu-
lations in accordanee with the Aet render
themn null ana void, and necessitate the
gazetting of fresh regulations? 4, If so,
will the Minister for ¥dueation, in fram-
ing such new regulations, take info eon-
sideration the protests made in this Cham-
ber and by the Head Teachers’ Assoeia-
tion agoinst the regulation compelling
candidates for secholarships to make a
declaration regarding the incomes of their
parents or guardians?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1 and 2, By an oversight two
copies were placed on the Table of the
Legislative Assembly and none on the
Table of the Legislative Council. 3, Yes;
they will need to be gazetted again. 4.
The Minister has already expressed his
willingness to reconsider the matler if it
can he proved that there is any real in-
justice involved,

PAPERS—POLICE MAGISTRATES
RETTREMENT.

Hom, H., P. COLEBATCH ({East)
[4.35] moved—

That ell papers velating o the re-
tirement of Mr. 4. S. Roe and Mr.
James Cowan, respectively, be laid
upon the Table of this House.

He said: I wish to give briefly my
reasons for submitting the motion which
must seetn to be somewhat unusual, First
of all I want it to be understood that my
action has not bheen prompted or in any
way influenced by either of the gentle-
men whose names are mentioned in this
motion, They are bhoth of them practie-
ally vnknown to me. T have not seen
either of them, nor have I had any com-
muniention with them, either directly or
indirectly, regarding the matter, I have
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brought the motion forward particunlarly
in (he interests of the public service
but generally in the interests of the
public. So far as the civil service are
coneerned, no one ¢an deny that the mem-
bers of it are entitled to justice and to
the protection of the Public Service Act.
The point T wish to make in regard to
the service is that in this particular in-
stance an attempt has been made to de-
prive the service as a whole of the pro-
tection to which they are entitled under
the Aet of 1904. I am of opinion that
the civil service of this State has already
been shamefully treated in the manver ino
which the appeals against their classifi-
cations have been dealt with., We all
know what happened. Members of the
service were told that if they submitted
their appeals, those appeals would be
dealt with by the arbitration court. That
court sat and heard a certain number of
the appeals and then adjourned, and it
has been adjourned, so far as these cases
are concerned, ever since. Only now, how-
ever, perhaps because we are within mea-
surable distance of another election, we
are told that the court will sit next monih
and take up the hearing of those cases
at the point at which they were dropped.
It was stated at the time that no
deeision would hLe announced until all
the appeals had been heard. 1 know
of one case in  which the appellant
snbmitted bis case to the appeal board
beecanse he was not satisfied with his
classification.  Since that time he has
reached the retiring age and he has been
notified that he would be retired from the
gervice, and this, too, without his case hav-
ing been heard. The treatment in regard
to the appeal board has in itself caused a
feeling of dissatisfaction throughout the
gervice, and the action now taken in the
matter of these retirements has exeited
ihe helief that the service are going
to be deprived of the protection they
thought was secured to them under the
Aet of 1904. But of far greater import-
anee are the interests of the public them-
selves, I do not intend, in submitting
the motion, to follow on the lines touched
upon by Mr, Cullen in the eowrse of the
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debate on the Address-in-reply. I in-
tend to aecept the statement of the Gov-
ernment made from time to time that this
action has been taken as a matter of
policy. I am not going to make any sug-
gestion outside that, but I do know that
the suggestion thrown out by Mr. Cullen
is that which one ean hear any day in the
street, and it is in the interests of the
Government and the administration of
justice that the maiter shonld be abund-
antly eleared up. Many people are will-
mg to regard the appointments made by
the Government to the judicial bench as
evidence of a strong desire on the part
of the Government to keep clean the
courts of justice, but even that will not
cause the people to overlook what has
been done in the present instance unless
the Government can satisfy them
that  what they have done is in ae-
cordanee with the aim and the spirit of
justice. The impression has got abroad
that the public service are liable to bhe
treated with harshness, even to the ex-
tent of being deprived of their positions
if they do their duty, and if that duiy
should happen to clash wtih the desires
of certain people possessing political in-
fluence, and it is that impression that
avery member should be anxious to re-
move. It has been the aim in every Brit-
ish speaking community to keep clean the
offices that are associated with the admin-
istration of justice, and to place judges
and magistrates in the position of know-
ing that so long as they do their duty
their future will be provided for, and that
in time they will be adequately pensioned.
But in the present ease it has been said,
I do not know with what truth, that the
gentlemen referred to in the mation, after
having served the State for many years,
are to be retired with pensions which
are regarded as entirely inadequate. In
the past we havé succeeded in protecting
judges and magistrates, and we are doing
a great deal of harin to the cause of ¢lean
administration if we are now to set up a
eontrary position, that is to say, if at the
age of G0 years, and perhaps in the prima
of life, we are to retire gentlemen from
the beneh with inadequate pensions. I
am moving this motion becanse I am dis-
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satisfied with the answers to my questions
given by the Colonial Seeretary a few
days ago.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: The pen-
sions will be statutory.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I asked
a question ahout the pensions, but T was
not told what they would amount to. I
would ask hon. members to carry their
minds back a couple of months to the in-
ception of this matter when the re-
tirement of Mr. Roe and Mr, Cowan was
first mentioned. The Attorney General
then gave as the reason that this action
was taken that it was necessary to
appoint a fresh resident magistrate for
Kalgoorlie, and that the new magistrate
must be a duly qualified legal practitioner;
and he went on to say that it was desir-
able in the interests of uniformity that
we should also have duly gualified legal
practitioners on the bench in Perth, both
in the local court and the police sourt.
The Attorney General apparently over-
looked the fact that Mr. Roe is not
only a duly qualified legal practitioner,
but that he has oecupied the position of
Commissioner. of the Supreme Court.
My questions were divided into two,
and for obvious reasons, because the
two gentlemen named came under dif-
ferent sections of the Public Service Act.
Aceording to the latest public service list
Mr. Roe’s age is 62 years and 6 months.
Me., Cowan is G6 years of age. Mr, Roe
being hetween 60 and 65 comes under
Seetion 66 of the Publie Service Aect,
1904, which reads—

Every officer having attained the age
" of sixty years shall be entitled to retire
from the Public Service if he desires so
to do; but any such officer may {un-
less ealled upon to retire as hereinafter
provided) continue in the Publie Ser-
viee until he attains the age of sixty-
five years.
The privilege is given to the officer be-
tween the age of G0 and G5 to please him-
self whether he retires or not, but, for
an officer who has attained the age of 60,
and who by some reason becomes unfit to
confinne in the discharge of his duties,
there is a provision which reads—
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If any soch officer continues in the
publie service after he has attained the
age of sixty years he may at any time
before he attains the age of sixty-five
years be called upon by the Governor,
on the recommendation of the Commis-
sioner, to retire from the publie service
and every such officer so called upon
to retire shall retire accordingly.

The answers given by the Colonial Secre-
tary to the questions I asked the other
day have established these facts, Firstly,
that Mr. Roe did not wish to retire; that
he was anxions to eontinue in his office.
Secondly, that Mr. Roe's retirement was
recommended by the Public Service Com-
missioner. We have this definite state-
ment that Mr. Roe's retirement was ve-
commended by the Public Service Com-
missioner.  Thirdly, that that recom-
mendation was made on May 20th, 1914,
the very date on which Cabinet decided
upon the retirement. This cireumstance
in itself is enough to ereate suspicion in
the mind of anyone who looks at the
matter impartially, that the Government
have not carried out the provisions of the
Public Service Aef, beeanse there is
nothing in the Pnblie Service Act to give
the Government the right to anticipate a
recommendation by the Commissiouer, or
to endeavonr to force a recommendation
on the Commissioner, And when we
have this fact, that on the very day on
which the recommendation was made,
Mr. Roe’s retirement was decided upon
by Cabinet, we have to look around and
find out how it happened and how it was
dore.  Another question I asked the
Colonial Secretary was — “On  what
grounds did the Commissioner make his
recommendation?” The answer I received
was—“On the ground that Mr, Roe had
attained the age of G0 vears.” I submit
that thiz i1s no ground at all, because the
Aect says clearly that it shall be at the
option of the officer to remain in the
public service from the age of G0 to
65, znd snhsequent sections make it
abundantly elear that it is infended that
the recommendation for an officer’s re-
tirement shall be bhased on the fact that if
is not in the best interests of the serviee
that he shall continue to be employed,
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During the last session of Parliameni, a
select committee was appointed by this
House to inguire into the eircumstances
attending the retirement of Captain Hare,
One of the witnesses before that selecl
commitiee was the Public Service Com-
missioner, Mr. Jull, and in his evidence
he clearly ontlined his reading of the
Public Service Act and the policy whieh
he, as Public Service Commissioner, pur-
sued. If hon. members care to refer to
the matter they can find it on page 17 of
the evidence of the select commiitee. In
question 266 the following statement by
the Poblic Service Commissioner ap-
pears—
I never recommend a man for retive-
ment on reaching the age of 60, unless,
from my own knowledge, or from the
evidence conveved to me by responsible
officers, it would be in the interests of
the State to retire a man when bhe
attains the age of 60. If itis not with-
in my knowledge that it would be in the
interests of the State that he should
retive, or if no representations are
made to me by responsible officers
whose opinions T accept that it would
be in the interests of the State for him
to be retired, L say nothing about it.
T take no action and he therefore con-
tinues in the service.
There is a specific statement of poliey
in practice by the Public Service Com-
missioner, that he will not recommend an
officer for retirement merely because he
has reached the age of 60 years. And
vet we have the statement of the Colonial
Secretary that the Public Service Com-
missioner did, as a matter of faet, recom-
mend Mr, Roe for retivement because he
had reached the age of 60 years., The
Colonial Secretary’s answer makes it ap-
pear that the Public Service Commis-
sioner did exactly the opposite to what
lie told the seleet commitiee he would do.

Hon. J. Cornell: He might have
changed his mind.

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: Question
273 was puf to Mr, Jull in these words—

Between the ages of 60 and 65 he
would he retained in the natural eourse
of events if he was efficient, but
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after attaining the age of G5 he would

be retained only in exceptional eir-

cumstanees ?
And Mr. Jull’s answer was “Yes.” Mr.
Jull says that between the age of 60 and
65 an officer would be retained in the
natural ¢ourse of events if he was efficient,
but after attaining the age of 65 years he
would be retained only in exceptional ¢ir-
cumstances, We might assume from
these answers that Mr. Jull has reported
that Mr. Roe is no longer efficient, but
the Colonial Secretary has said that this
is not the ease, and that Mr. Jull recom-
mended his retirement simply beenuse he
was over 60 vears of age. If we turn
a moment to the case of Mr. Cowan, we
find a most glaring inconsistency so far
os the attitude of the Public Service Com-
missioner is concerned. I desire it to be
distinetly understood that T am not eriti-
cising what the Public Service Commis-
sioner has done. What I have en-
deavoured to do is to give sufficient
reasons why these papers should bhe laid
on the Table of the House, so that we
might know what has heen done. Mr,
Cowan, according to the Public Service
list, is 66 years of age and he comes
under Sections G7 and 68 of the Public
Service Act. Section 67 states—

Every officer shall retire on attaining
the age of sixty-five vears, unless he is
required to eontinue to perform his
duty in the public service as herein
provided, and is able and willing so to
do.

SBection 68 states— .
Notwithstanding that an officer has
attained the age of sixty-five years, if
the Commissioner certifies that in the
interests of the public service it is de-
sirahle that the officer shall continue in
the performance of the duties of his
officc or of any office in the public
service to whieh he may be appointed.
and that such officer is able and willing
to do so, the Governor may direet sueh
officer to continue in the service for
any such time as the Governor in each
case direets or during pleasure.
So we have the two different positions.
Between the age of @60 and 65 a man
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remains in the service uniess he is unfit to
go on. After the age of 65 a man must
be retired unless there is a specific Tecom-
mendation that he is required and is fit to
go on. In answer to my question fhe
Colonial Seeretary stated that the PPublic
Serviee Connnissioner did  recommend
that, in the interests of the publie service,
it was desirable that Mr. Cowan should
continue in his office. T do not quarrel with
the recommendation; T have every reason
to believe that it was right and proper.
The fact that Mr. Cowan is GG years of
age is no reason why le should be re-
moved from the bench if he is fit and able
to carry out his duty as I, and I think a
majority of people capable of forming
an opinion, consider he is. We have the
position that the Public Service Com-
missioner apparently says Mr. Cowan at
the age of 05 is fit and able to carry on
his dulies. Mr. Cowan could not have
been emplioved during the last 12 months
without a recommendation from the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner that it was in
the interests of the service that he should
continue. The day he reached the age of
65 he 1wust, according to the Public Ser-
vice Act, have been retired, unless the
Public Serviee Commissioner made a
special recommendation to retain his ser-
viees,
makes this speeial recommendation that
Mr. Cowan, although he has attained the
age of 65, shall be kept on—a thoroughly
proper reeommendation to my mind-—and
that Mr. Roe, although he is only 62 years
of age, should be retired because he has
reached the age of 60, and this in face of
the initial statement by the Atlorney Gen-
eral ihat this was being done because it
was necessary to have a legal practitioner
on the bench, The one who is not a legal
practitioner, although he is just as well
qualified beeanse of his'long experience,
and who is 66 years of age, was fit to go
on, and the one who is a legal practitioner
and is 62 years of age is not fit to go on.
Surely there must be an explanation
of such a glaring inconsistency. I do not
wish to suggest that Commissioner has
done anything wrong, but when we have
his clear statement, made before the select
committee appointed in regard lo Cap-

The Publie Service Commissioner -
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tain Hare's retirement, that the fact of &
man being over 60 would not, in his
opinion, be any reason to recommend his
refirement, and that he would not recom-
mend his relirement unless it was re-
ported to him to be in the best interests
of the service that le should do so,
and on top of this the statement of
the Colonial Secretary, that the Com-
missioner did recommend Mr. Roe’s re-
tirement becanse he bad reached the age
of G0, and that he recommended Iir.
Cowan should be kept on, althongh he
had reached the age of 63, surely it is
desirable to ask that these reports and
the full facts of the case shounld be laid
before us, Since this matter was ven-
tilated to some extent, statements have
been made with regard to other magis-
trates. We are told that others are to
be called upon to retire. Aceording to
the statement given to the Press by the
Attorney General, Mr. Dowley and Mr,
W, D, Cowan have been written to and
told (hat their time has come. Again,
I say that there is nothing in the Publie
Service Acl to entitle the Government to
anticipate that the Public Serviee Com-
missioner will say these gentlemen are
unfit to carry on their duties. They are
entitled to retain their office unless the
Commissioner recommends that it is in
the interests of the service that they shall
retire. In this case the Government have
anticipated the recommendation of the
Public Service Commissioner and have
written to these gentlemen telling them
that their time has come. I know nothing
about Mr. Dowley, bui with regard to the
case of Mr. W. D, Cowan, I would like
to point to another glaring inconsistency.
Mr. Cowan is 60 years of age and has
gerved this State for many years. For
10 years he was in the North-West, and
has been practically the whole of lis
life in the service. At the present time
he is covering a distriet in which 15
years ago, with not more than one-quar-
ter or ong-fifth of the people in it, was
dealt  with by three magistrates.
There was one at York, one at Northam,
and one at Toodyay, and I do not think
any one of them bad to shift outside
of his partienlar town. I do pot say
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that this was necessary, but T merely
point cut the faet. Mr. Cowan is not
only doing the work previously done by
these three men, but he goes south as
far as Pingelly, north as far as Goo-
malling and Toodyay, and east as far
as Kellerberrin. The amount of travel-
ling he has to do would he sulficient to
tax the energies of the youngest and
strongest of men. In some cases he has
to get up at two or three o'clock in the
morning to ecateh his trains, and he has
been told, “You do¢ not want a motor
car like some of the magistrates
smaller distriets; you can get up at three
o’cloek in the morning and eateh your
lrain and do all this work, but to-mor-
row you will be 60 years of age and you
cannot do your work any longer.” Surely
this is not the way to treat any olfficer.
Mr, Cowan is as good a man as ever
he was and why be shountd be told, without
a recommendation from the Publiec Ser-
vice Comissioner, that hecause he has
attained the age of G0 years, he must go,
T eannot understand. Tt simply amounts
to this, that the Government have laid
it down as a matter of poliey that every
eivil servant reaching the age of 60
vears shall retive. This is entirely eon-
trary (o the policy laid down in the
Public Service Act and the Government
have no right to adopt a poliey contrary
to any existing statute.

Hon, R. J. Lynn: What about Dr.
Tope of the Health Depariment; bhe is
i3 vears of age.

Hon, H. P, COLEBATCH: I am not
concerned about other officers at present.
I am only dealing with the case hefore
us.

Hon, Sir E, H. Wittenoom:
about members of Parliament?

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: The Pub-
He Service Act elearly lays down that
an officer shall be intitled to remain in
his employment until he reaches the age
of 65, so long as he does his duty, and
then, after that, if he is still fit*for worl,
lie may continue in the employment of
the State, The policy of the Government
appears to be entirely contrary to the
Act, for they apparently hold that a

What
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publie servant shall retire at the age of
60, whether he is fit to continve or not.
If the Government adopt this attitude
they will do a great injustice (o every
officer in the service. Members of the
civil serviee are not so splendidly paid
that they cau throw up their billets on
aitaining the age of 60 years., It would
be kinder to these oflicers to retire them
at an age of 40 or 45 years, when they
would be able to look around and find
somelling else to do; but at 60 a man is
too old to start in any new walk
of life. and at that age he
should still have 10 or 12 years of good
service before him, 7o retire him at GO
vears on an inadeqguafe pension is about
the eruellest thing I know of. Then we
have to cousider another point, which
so far I have not touched upon, and
wlhich T do not intend to dwell upon at
any lengtl, and that is the cost to the
taxpayer. If every officer is to be re-
tived at the age of 60, when le is pro-
hably still fit for five or ten years of good
work, and we have to pay his pension in
addition to paying the full salarv to
someone clse to do his work

Hon, Sir E, H. Wittenoom: It becomes
a very big question.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: It will
mop up an enormous sum of money, and
even the present Government are not san-
guine enough (o think that we can afford
to waste money in this direetion. I hope
that the representative of the Govern-
ment in this Chamber will offer no op-
position to the motion, beeause I fail to
see how he ean do so without his action
heing misunderstood, The members of
this House and the people of this coun-
try are entitled to know exactly what has
been done. We are entitled to know why
it is that publie servants are apparently
being deprived of a privilege secured fo
them under the Publie Service Aet. We
are entitled to know why it is that the
taxpayer is to be asked to pay these pen-
sions to gentlemen who are quite fit and
quite willing and quite able to continue
in the service; and we are also entitled
to know why it is that what appears to
be an attack upon the magisterial hench
has been made. The public must be re-
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assured, and gentlemen occupying posi-
tions of that nature musi be given to un-
derstand that they can always ecarry out
their duty fearlessly; that they need not
be afraid that, because the performance
of their dnty happens to hurt someone
who chances to be in power or may at a
future time be in power, they are going
to be cast out of the service on an in-
adequate peunsion. For all these reasons
—and I think I have given abundant ex-
cuse ab all events for the carrying of the
motion—] trust the Minister will see his
way fo agree to it. '

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East)
[6.2]: T second the motion, and I as-
sume that the Colonial Secretary will
raise no objection to it. Certainly,
whether the hon. gentleman does so or not
it will be impossible for this House to re-
fuse to carry it after the speech of the
hon. Mr, Colebatch. If ever a case was
made ont for the fullest publicity on an
aetion of the Government, that case has
been made out here to-day. The matter
having been so adequately and effectively
put by Mr. Colebateh, I have no desire
to labour it further just now. I assume
that when the papers are produced, they
will disclose abundant canse for going
further. I say also that if those papers
do not give the whole case, it will be wise
for the Colonial Secretary in replying to
Mr. Colebateh to afford all necessary
light on the matter, What is the impres-
sion amongst the public to-day? Exactly
the same as was created by the treatment
aceorded to Captain Hare. Exactly the
same. In that ease the public had proved
to them that it was a dangerous thing for
a magistrate to give any decisions against
persons who had the ear of the Govern-
ment of the day, The public were con-
vineed that Captain Hare’s main offence
—the offence for which he was retired,
humiliatingly retired—was that he had
done his daty in refusing to differentiate
between the friends of one party and the
friends of another party.

Hon. Sir E. H. Witlenoom:
Hare was not a magistrate,

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: For, as soon as
the present Government came into office,
within a few minutes of their coming in-
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to office, they set to work to carry out
the threats whiech had been uttered by
members of their party against Captain
Hare. The impression to-day is that Mr.
Roe has heen dismissed because of his
impartiality, He refused to know mem-
bers of Parliament; he refused to know
union leaders.

Hon. F. Connor: Did he not deserve
to be dismissed, then?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: According to
the Government of the day, he did. Mr.
Rue dared fo be impartial. I assume that
My, Cowan’s dismissal has been largely
cansed by a desire on the part of the Gov-
ernment to save their face in retiring Mr.
Roe. For, how could they ratire Mr. Roe
at 62 and leave Mr, Cowan on the bench
at 659 Tt is hardly necessary to point out
to a House like this that the best work
to-day in the judiciaries and in the Cabi-
nets of the leading countries of the world
is being done hy men upwards of 60
years of age. The best work to-day in
the law courts, and in the administration
of government, in all the foremost coun-
tries of the world is being done by men,
who have passed the age of 60 years
With regard to the Government’s an-
nouncement that they new intend to ap-
point only legally qualified men to the
magistracy, I would like to know what
kind of legally qualifiel men they pro-
pose to wet for the positions. Men of
anything like the hreadth of view of Mr.
Roe and Mr. Cowan would he able to
earn at their profession far more than
Lhe salaries of the magistracy. Do the
Government intend to employ novices, or
unsuceessful legal praetitioners, gentle-
men who have failed in the open com-
petition of their profession? Are the
Government going to appeint such men
to the magistracy? It would be a dan-
gerous doetrine to lay down with regard
to stipendiary magistrates, that in all
cases they must be legally qualified men,
for it would mean that, instead of men
of breadth of view and width of experi-
ence in public affairs, we are going to have
unknown, unirusted, unproved juniors.
I am satisfied that the Minister will
see his way to allow this motion to pass.
If not, T trust the House will earry it
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notwithstanding; and I trust also that
the hon. memhber who moved the motion
will follow up his work, for if the pub-
lic get any strong suspicion that 'the
purity of the public service is in danger
it will be a most serious condition of
affairg. The feeling of every public ser-
vant should he that whilst he does his
duty faithfully his position is seeure; and
with regard to the administration of the
law of the land, what a dreadful position
would arise if magistrates were made to
feel that their positions depended on giv-
ing satisfaction to the Government of the
day and to the supporters of the Govern-
ment regardless of the paramount c¢laims
of jnstice,

Hon. D. &. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.9]: I wish to support the
motion very briefly, and especially on
two points which have been made hy
my friend Mr, Colebatch. One of these is
that apparently a reason given for the
retirement of these gentlemen is that it
is the policy of the Government in the
future to appoint only legally qualified
men to the magistracy. Now, evervone
knows that My, Roe is a legally qualified
man. Mr. Cowan is not actually a quali-
fied man in the sense ¢f being an ad-
mitted practitioner of the Court; but
Mr, Cowan has had what stands any man
in equally good stead as admission as
a solicitor of the Court, and that is, some-
thing like 35 years’ practical experience
of the work of the Courts. I think that
the public will regard the services of a
man with such experience as heing equally
valuable with the services of an admitted
practitioner. There is one more reason
which moves me to support the motion,
and that is that, rightly or wrongly, out-
side the Honse there iz an impression
abroad that the spirit of the Public Ser-
viece Act is not being complied with,
Under that Act, as far as T understand its
spirit, the Public Service Commissioner
is, so to speak, constituted a buffer be-
tween the Government and the publie
service, It has been suggested that these
recommendations of the Public Service
Commissioner are not veally the recom-
mendations of the Public Service Com-
missioner at all, but the recommendations
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of the Government of the day. T submit,
then, if that is so, the spirit of the Publie
Service Act is being violated. Mr. Jull,
the Public Service Commissioner, is a
personal friend of mine, and I would not
for one moment suggest anything what-
ever against him, Like Mr. Colebaieh, I
disclaim any suggestion whatever against
Mr. Jull, T think that in the interests
of Mr. Jull, and of the public service,
and of the general public, these papers
shounld be called for and the facts gone
into.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [511]: I
have no ohjection to the motion, but I
feel a certain amount of objection to
some of the remarks which have been
made. One remark of the hon. Mr. Cole-
bateh, I think, is altogether heside the
question, and refers to something for
which the Government are nof respon-
sible. Mr. Colebateh referred to the civil
service appeals, blaming the Government
to a certain extent for the undue delay
which has oeccurred in the hearing of
those appeals. This is the second occa-
sion on whieh T have risen in this House,
not te take the part of the Government,
but to lay the blame for those delays on
certain members of this House who were
members of it at the time the Public
Service Acl was passed. That statute,
as it now staunds, provides that the chair-
man of the appeal board must be the
President of the Court of Arbitration.
Some 15 months ago T said on the flour
of this House that if hon. members had
miven any consideration at all to the
matter thev must have seen that that
provision was practically unworkable, T
submit that it is impossible, and that
on closer serutiny hon. members woenld
have renlized at the time that that pro-
vision of the Aet rcould not be carried
out: for we know that the President of
the Avbifration Court is also a Judge of
the Supreme Court, and that he cannot
do justiee to the work of the Supreme
Court and also do justiee to the work of
the Arbitration Court, let alone nreside
over civil service apneals. Therefore. I
sav, if there 18 anv hlame attachable for
the delav. that blame 15 attachable to
those memhbers of this House who did not
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see the unworkableness of the measure
when it went through. Next, T take
strong exception—and I think this is be-
coming a sort of fever with me—to the
remarks made by the hon, Mr. Cullen.
I lLave pointed out on the floor of this
House on many oeccasions that probably
that hon. member could save time in this
House by changing the trend of his
criticisms; and I am sure that if he did
alter the trend of his eriticisms I on my
part would be able to save the lime of
the House. At the oatset, Mr. Cullen
observed that there was no need at all
for him to labour the question, as the
hon, Mr. Colebatch had stated the case
fully. If Mr. Cullen had left off there,
I should have had no eritieism to offer
ot his speech; but he resumed the even
tenor of his way, that even tenor which
he always pursues in this Chamber, and
based his Farther remarks on pure as-
sumption, and concluded by satisfying
himself that he had satisfied the House
that a good case bad been made ont. Mr.
Cullen bronght in the old bogey of the
retirement of Captain Hars, If the re-
tirement of Captain Hare had anything
to do with the motion before the Chair, or
were under consideration at the present
time, T would have no objeetion; but Mr,
Cullen drags in the retivement of Cap-
tain Hare simply in order to east an
innuendo; and that innuendo is that he,
as a member nf the select committee which
inquired into Captain Hare's retirement,
thought that Caplain Hare was refired
for impartiality. Now, Mr, Cunllen savs,
Mr. Roe is being retired for the same
reason—impartiality. T have no desire
whatever lo enter into the merits or de-
merits of Mr. Roe on the seore of im-
partiality. T have a lively recollection
of the horse-drivers’ case tried before
Mr, Roe, That was practically the first
case under the new Aect, thes first oceur-
rence which came within the purview of
the new Act, and the union was muleted
in the full amount of the penalty pro-
vided by the Act. T disagreed at the time,
and still disagree with the action of Mr.
Roe on that oceasion. T think it was un-
duly harsh, bat T do not say for a moment
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that Mr. Roe acted in any way other
than impartially. As the case appeared
to him, he thought he was justified in
his action; as it appears to me, I do not
think he was. Mr. Cullen also dealt with
the new appointments, and asked what
kind of legally qualified men we were to
gef, were they to be juniors? He then
went on and advoeated that we should
not confline ourselves to the appointment
of legally qualified men, that business
men, or others of known eapacity, should
be called upon to fulfil the functions of
the oflice. T am not a great anthority, but
I would like to remmd Mr. Cullen that
tire statute provides that all sueh appoint-
ments made shall be from legally guali-
fied men.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: But ihe Govern-
ment may follow their Arbitration Court
precedent.

Hon, J. CORNELL: That guestion is
not now betore the Monse. In these ap-
pointments the Governtnent have no op-
tion. The appointee must be a legally
qualified man. I have no objection to the
motion. Probably it will do good if the
papers are fabled.

On motion by the Colonial Secrefary
debate adjourned.

RETURN—WORKERS HOMES,
APPLICANTS.

On motion hy Hon. D. G, GAWLER
(Metropolitau - Suburban), ordered :
“That there be laid on the Table
of this House a return classifying under
their different occupations the sueccessful
applicants to date for Workers’ Homes,
and advances for homes under the
Workers’ Homes Act.”

PAPERS—METROPOLITAN-SUB-
URBAN PROVINCE ELECTION.
Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [5.18]

- moved—

That all papers in connection with
the recent Metrapolitan-Suburban Pro-
vince election, and any correspondence
relating therelo, be laid upon the Table
of the House. .
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Hon. . G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.19]: It would be idle to
deny the general object in asking for these
papers. It is to ascertain the partienlars
relating to a certain event which took
place at the last Meiropolitan-Suburban
election.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Double event.

"Hon. D. ¢. GAWLER: Yes, unfor-
tunately at that election I ecast a double
vote for the Metropolitan-Suburban Pro-
vince. I do not know what specific object
my friend has in asking for the papers.
If lLe wished for information as to the
details of what I did on that occasion, I
wonld have been only too happy to give
it to him. On that particular day
I ecast a vote at Well’'s Hall, and having
alse a vote for the West Provinee I went
over, as I thought, fo the West Province
booth, which is situated very close to
another booth in econneetion with the
Metropolitan-Suburban  Provinece, just
across the boundary line. 1 asked for,
and was snpplied with, a voting paper,
and having marked it T placed it in the
ballot hox, When I left the booth
it suddenly struck me that T had voted
again for the candidate for whom T had
already voted at Wells’ Hall. Therenpon
I walked back into the booth and said
to the returning officer, “I would like to
withdraw my vote. I have voted twice.”
Of course he could not comply with my
request, but he took down the details of
what had happened, together with my
stalement. 1What object my friend has
in asking for this mformation I cannot
sav. 1 do not find fault with him for
doing so, but if it is dene with the object
of bumiliating me, either personally or
politically, T must tell my hon. friend
that I have done nothing to be ashamed
of. What I did was an error, a stupid
error, perhaps, but it was perfeetly inno-
cently committed. In addition to that, T
have been in communieation with the
Government, who intimated their inten-
tion of taking proceedings apgainst me,
and T suggested to them that the eireum-
stances did not eall for the taking of
lepal proceedings in the interests of jus-
tice. T was told however that pro-
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ceedings would be taken. I then sug-
gested that if the Government wished
to make fhe whole thing public I

was perfectly agreeable to their pub-
lishing the ecorrespondence. 1 thought

my hon, friend already knew the facts,
As he did not, I have laken this oppor-
tunity of placing them fully before the
House. It was an error, and a regrettable
error, but on the point that it should
necessarily form the subject of legal pro-
ceedings I venture to differ from the
Government.

Hon, J. CORNELIL (South Province—
in reply) [5.23]: I desired to treat the
matter purely as formal, but seeing that
Mr. Gawler has accused me of ulterior
motives

Hon, 1), G. Gawler: No, no.

Hon., J. CORNELL: Weli, the hon.
member puessed at what was behind it,

Hon. D. G. Gawler: No, I counld not
ruess,

Hon, J. CORNELL: Well, the hon.
member made an effort at guessing, and
went on 1o make a personal explanation.
Had he not done so, I would have offered
no remarks. I have moved the motion
ehiefly because I wished to peruse the
papers for myself. T have no desire
whatever to humiliate the hon. member,
but I heard that he had voted fwice.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: I could have told
vou that if you had asked.

Hon. J. CORNELL: There was no
oceasion to ask, T say that if the hon.
member voted twice and my reading of
the Electoral Act is correet, he did wrong.
whether he voted in error or not.

Hon, D. G. Gawler: ZExactly.

Hon. J. CORNELEL: And he should
have paid the penalty for his error,

Hon. C. Sommers: Some eriminals are
let out hefore their time.

Hon. J. CORNELL: THe should have
praid the penalty. I wventure to say that
if Bill Bowyangs or John Jones had done
what the hon. member did, his explana-
tion would not have been accepted.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: I venture to say
it would have been.

Hon, J. CORNELL: One of my rea-
sons for moving the molion is that I wish
to see why the Government did not prose-
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cute the hon. member. If, on perusing
the papers, I conclude that the Govern-
ment have done right, I will be willing
to let the matter drop, but if not I will
be ready to move a motion censuring the
Government for not having prosecuted
the hon. member.
Hon. W. Kingsmill:

Hon. J. CORNELL:
fo Mr, Gawler’s excuse.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: It was not an ex-
cuse. .
Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. meim-
her said if was a lapse of memory. A
voler who suffers from lapse of memory
on election day ought not to have a vofe
at all. It'is a very lame and tame ex-
cuse for the hon, member to say that he
voted at Well¢’ Hall for a certain candi-
date—there were only two candidates,
Davis and Duffell—and then wandered
aimlessly along until he came to another
polling booth which he thought was in
the West Province and, entering that
booth, claimed and received a ballot
paper—which hore the same names of
Davis and Duffell—and that he was nn-
der the impression

Hon. N. G. Gawler: Do yvou suggest
that I was actually aware of what I was
doing ¥

Hon. J. CORNELL: Well, the ballot
paper the hon. member expected to get
should have contained the names of
Allen and Somerville. At all evenis
the hon. member went in and voted
again, placed his ballot
the balloi hox, and aimlessly wandered
oni. Then it suddenly oceurred to him
that he had voted twice—presmmnahly for
the one man. The hon. member deserves
punishment, if for nothing else for the ex-
cess of slupidity with whieh he was pos-
sessed on that day.

Hon. E. M. Clarke: Let him off under
the First Offenders’ Aect.

Hon., J. CORNELL: There should he
no excuse for voting twice on election
day, and if an exeuse is to be accepted
trom one, it should be accepted from all
who commit such an error. The Lord
knows we have had enough of dead men
voting, and live men voiing two or three
times, thronghout the Commonwealth dur-

Now, now.
I have listened

paper in
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ing the last twelve months. That should
have heen well before the hen. member’s
eyes and veflected in his mind when he
went out to voie at the Metropolitan-
Suburban election. Fowever, I accept
the hon, member’s statement that he was
not aware of what he was doing.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: But only with
extreme reluctanee.

Hon. J. CORNELL: And all T can
say is that the Mr. Gawler that casts a
vote in this House is a totally different
gentleman from the My, Gawler that
easts a vote at the Legislative Council
elections.

Question put and passed.

BILL—MELVILLE TRAMWAYS,
Received from the Assembly and read
a first time.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE,
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [5.30] in moving
the seeond reading, said: This Bill makes
provision for the closing of certain roads,
T do not intend to take it on to the Com-
mittee stage hecanse I realise that it may
he necessary that hon. members repre-
senting different distriets where the roads
ate being closed should make some in-
vestigation, and in order o assist them I
propose to place on the table of the
House lithographs showing the particular
thoroughfares which it is proposed to
close.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The local auihori-
ties have ngreed, then?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes.
There is porfion of Lefroy-street in the
municipality of Collie. The Collie coun-
cil have applied for the eclosure of that
portion shown in red on the lithograph in
order that the land may be ineluded in
the town park reserve, In this case there
is no objection on the part of the Lands
and Surveys Department. Then there is
portion of High-street in the munieipality
of Fremantle. That portion coloured red
on the lithograph has been ineluded with-
in the surveyed lands resumed for rail-
way purposes, It 1s necessary that the
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road here should be closed as it now forms
part of the railway land. Then there is
portion of Kensington-street in the muni-
cipality of Perth. The muuicipality is
desirous that the portion shown in red on
the lithograpli shounld be closed to enable
the couneil to run a siding into the pro-
posed new site for the gas works, subject
to a ten foot pathway down to the Swan
river. There is no objection on the part
of the Lands and Surveys Department,
and the ¢losure has heen agreed to by the
Minister for Lands. I beg to move—
That ihe Bill be now read o second

time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

REGISTRATION oF BIRTHS,
DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES
ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Ieading,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY {Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [5.35] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill is in-
trodneed for the purpose of facilitating
the operations of the Births, Deaths, and
Marriages Act of 1904, Section 6 of the
principal Aet provides for the appoint-
ment of deputy registrars, distriet vegis-
trars, and deputv district registrars and
their assistanis. Trovision is made in the
principal Aect for their appointment by
the Governor-in-Council. The constant
changing of registrars from place to
place, in many cases on the shortest not-
ice and without time being given for ap-
pointments heing made hy the @overnor-
in-Couneil, creates confusion, and {o meet
the diffienlty deputies have to be tempor-
arily appointed and the permanent ap-
pointments made afterwards. A person
is therefore acting to siart with as a de-
puly registrar, and subsequently acts as
the registrar. Difficulijes, however, often
arise when the performance of any cere-
mony is required, or legal documents have
to be signed, outside the legal scope of
the officer’s appoiniment. Clanse 3 deals
with the registration of a child’s name
subsequent {o the registration of the
birth. Solicitors and others have com-
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plained that it is a havdship, especially
for people living at a distance from the
registry office, to be allowed only 14 days
in which to effect a registration of the
name given at baplism subsequent to the
vegistration of birlh. It is proposed,
therefore, to exiend the time from 14
days, as it is now, to G0 days. Ciause 4
deals with the registration of deaths after
14 days, and makes provision that a de-
claration shall not he required in certain
cases. The present law requires that in
any case where a death is not rezistered
within 14 days of ils taking place a statu-
tory deelaration must be made, showing
that good reason existed for Lhe omission
to register within the prescribed time. In
the remote districts of the State a death
may oceur, and does ocowr from time to
time, hundreds of miles away from the
office of the district registrar. Tt is al-
most impossible, and in many cases tot-
ally impossible, for the registration fo be
elfected within 1he prescribed time of 14
days, eonsequently many people ave break-
ing the law every day of the week. Tf
prosecutions were undertaken, not only
would it be a proseention, but in many in-
slances it would be a perseeution, It is
quite impossible in many of these in-
stances for a statufory declaration fo be
made. for there is perhaps no justice
of the peace within many miles. Tt
is in order to avoid the necessity for such
a declaration that the alteration named in
the Bill is desired. Clause 5 is merely
for the purpose of correcling a typo-
graphieal error which crept into the prin-
cipal Act. Clause G makes good a typo-
graphical omission. Clause 7 deals with
the penalty for continuing fhe offence or
failing to register a birth or death. - At
the present time the person responsible
for the registralion of a hirth or death,
omitting to regisler such event, may be
nrosecuted and fined, but if he still re-
fuses to register, there 18 no power under
the Act to compel him to do so. Clause
S deals with the registration of the name
of an adopied child under the Adoption of
Children Act of 1907, A child named,
say, Brown, on being adopted by a person
named Jones, would become Brown-Jones.
Provision is made in that direction in the
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Act. When this clild gets on in years he
will probably be known as Jones only,
and any (race of his registration under
the name of Brown-Jones would conse-
guently not be diseovered nuless the ehild
was aware of what his original name was,
which often, for many reasons, is kept
back from him, It is proposed, therefore,
to enter the name shown in the birth in-
dex and make a note to thai effect in the
register. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitlee.
Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Tion. J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-

ster—Sounth) [543] in  woving the
second reading said: This is a short

Bill designed to correct a few defeets in
ihe Workers’ Compensation Act. Some of
these have heen shown to us by the
experience of the last two years. Tirst
of all we propose to enlarge the secope
of those receiving benefits to inelude those
who are earning £350 a year, instead of
as at presenl £300 a year. The principal
hardship at the present time is in eonnec-
tion with foremen and shift hosses, and
others, especially in the back ecountry.
There are many shift bosses and foremen
who are receiving £6 a week, amount-
ing to £312 per annum, who are not
entitled to oblain benefits under the
Workers' Compensation Aet. We have
found in several instances that consider-
able hardship has been inflicted upon the
widows of men who have heen earning,
say, just £312 a year. I think T have on
many oceasions pointed out that it is very
difficult to leislate for such a vast coun-
try as Western Australia, because of the
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varying condifions and wages which
exist over such a large aren, con-
sequently we are seeking to exlend

the amount from £300 to £330 per
annum. In some places it is provided
that the manual worker shall recover cow-
pensation for injury no matter what
salary or wage he may earn. Under the
English Aect if a manual worker received
£1,000 per annum, he could still recover
compensation. The same thing exists in
the New Zealand Act. We are not pro-
posing, however, to make that amendmeni
here. 1t must be apparent to everyone
that no maiter who the worker may be,
whether he is a manual labourer or not,
if he meets with an acecident he should
he entitled to compensation and no differ-
entiation should be made. Another alter-
ation we propose to make is that compen-
sation shall be paid from the date of the
injury. There is a most ridiculous provi-
sion in the present Act whiech was in-
serted in this Chamber when we were
going through the measure in 1912. This
provision was that if a man 1s off duty
for a week he receives nothing and for
a fortnight he receives compensation for
the whole fortnight; and he has to be off
for a period of over a week hefore he re-
ceives any compensation whatever. T
think this is hitting the accident insor-
ance companies and miners’ accident
funds verv hard indeed. T think it must
he patent to evervbody that such a pro-
posal is a ridieulous one to put in the
Act, consequently we propose to amend
it in this measure in the direction of
making compensation payable from the
date of the accident. ’

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom:
clause are you speaking of now?

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) I am speaking of Clause 3 which
amends subsection 2 and Seetion 6 of
the prinecipal Act. There is another clause
later on (L am just speaking generally)
which amends the schedule dealing with
the payments. These two clanses, I may
gay, degl with this particular amendment,
the one altering ene of the sections of
the Act and the other altering one of the
sections of the schedule, As T was

What
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saying, we desire that payment for
injury should be made from the date
of the aceident and that there shounld be
no restrietion whatever. We think, by
making this alteration, that it will be
very much better, not only for the worker,
but also for the employer,

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: If a man seratehed
his finger, he is to receive ecompensation
for it,

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Whatever it may be, if it keeps him
away from work, he should be compen-
sated for it,

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: It is an entirely
new principle,

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : We also propose to give the worker
the same right of asking for a
lump sum as the employer has in
seeking the commutation of payments.
At the present time an employer has
the right of taking a worker into the
court and asking that the weekly pay-
ment shall be converted into a lnmp sum.
We propose by the Bill that the worker
shall have the same right as the em-
ployer in this respect. That was in the
Bill of 1912, but unfortunately the pro-
vision was defeated. It must be ap-
parent to everyone that an insurance
company have a big lever in their hands
when they say, “We will ifake the
worker inlo court and ask that the weekly
payment be converted inte a lump sum,”
Why should not the employee have the
same right?

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: He
would not do it if it was such an advan-
tage to the emplover.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Min-
ister) : What we say is that the employee,
if he has a permanent injury, should,
at the end of six months, have the right
to say that the payment shall be com-
muted to a lnmp sum.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: The em-
ployee would not ask for it if it was
ne good.

Hon. J. . DODD (Honorary Min-
ister) : The employee very often would
ask for a lump sum if he had the chanee.
Then again there is another very serions
dificuliy in the presenl Act in reference
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to the Second Sehedule. This schedule
provides that a certain percentage shall
be paid for certain aecidents: so much
for the loss of a leg, and so much for
the loss of an eye, and so forth, But
there is nothing in the. Aet by which an
employee can secure compensation Ac-
cording to that schedule, The insurance
companies again have sought to give
the employee who may be claiming com-
pensation a percentage of half the wages.
That was never intended under the Act.
It was never intended by members of
this House, and 1 do not think payment
under these econditions prevails in any
British dominion, Instead of giving the
full pereentage of the eompensation, it is
the percentage of half the wages. That is
the way i{hat il has been fixed by the
various insurance companies up to the
present time. The Bill alters the section
dealing with the matter to provide that
if within six months of the ocenrrence of
the accident the worker applies to the
court, the eourt may order the employer
to redeem his liability by the pavment
ta the worker of a lump sum to be fixed
by the court, and the amonnt is assessed
aceording to the schedule. That is in
Clause 4 of the Bill which deals with
Section 6 of the Act. We think the
Sehedule exisis for something, but at
preseut it exists for nothing. Parliament
meant, when passing the Act, that the
employee should reccive full percentage
of the compensation fixed by the sched-
ule, When the Bill gets into Committee
there are one or two points in conneetion
with it whieh ean be more fully explained,
but it may be admitted that an employee
eonld with justice ask that he be paid
aecording 1o that schedule for injury,
and with equal justice e might be asked
that he be paid acording Lo the first
schedule that is that he should receive half
wages. A man may bhave a finger taken
off ¢lean and no further result oceurs
to him from a health point of view,except
that he is not as physically efficient as
before. In thal ease it would be quite
just, and members will agree with me,
that he should be able to claim according
to (he Second Schedule. Perhaps a bet-
ter illustration, in order to explain what
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I mean, would be the case of a man who
had lost an eve. Ome man might lose
an eye and be back again at work in the
course of three weeks. I know of a man
who lost an eye and was back at work
in three weeks, and I know of anocther
who was not back in the sixth week.
To say that a man should only
receive half wages during that time is
an injustice apparent to all, and what
we propose is this: if an injured man
desires to take advantage of the schedule
he should receive the amount provided
for there.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Where is the power
to put bimn off on half wages?

Hon. J. E, DODD (Henorary Min-
ister) : There is no power provided. The
man [ was referring to went back o
work in three weeks, but went back with-
out any adviee, and he reeeived 30s, for
the loss of an eve. No doctor would have
given him a certificate, and he went back
hecanse he had received no advice, and
did not understand.

Hon. R. I.
for the 30s.7

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Min-
ister): He signed off. Going back to
ihe case of a man who looses a finger,
he may lose that finger and still there
may be scme other injury in connection
with the loss of that finger which may
keepr lim off work altogether,

Hon, W. Kingsmill: He might get
hlood poisoning.

Lynn: Did he sign clear

Hon. J. E, DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): Yes. In that ease it is unfair, and
the man should only gel compensatiou
according to the Second Schedule, T do
not think that there is much more that T
need explain in the Bill, exeept, per-
haps Clause 7 which provides for a sys-
tem of compulsory insurance. There is
a provise that the clause shall not come
into operation until such time as may be
fixed by proclamation. The object is
that it would not be right to insist on
any policy of compulsory insurance un-
til we have a State Insurance Depart-
ment,
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Hon. A, G. Jenkins: Why insert the
clause at all at this stage then?

Hon. J, E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): It wmay be obviating another
amendment of the Aect later on. What T
want te point out is that a oumber of
employers do not insure, and some of
them are only men of straw, IL has
been reported to us freely that several
employees have been debarred from get-
ting compensation by reason of the fact
that the emplovers do not insure, and had
not sufficient funds to mweet the amount
of compensation. Reecently a Bill was
carried through the Parliament in Vietoria
providing that there should be a system
of compulsory insurance. I do not think
there is anything else I need explain,
I move—

Theat the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon, Sir E. H. Witte-
noown, debate adjourned,

House adjourned at 5.56 p.m.
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